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Circular No. (8) 2019
Date: 24/07/2019

To All Companies, Beauty Centers and users
importing tattoo machines and tattoo ink

Sub: Prohibition of Importation and usage of
Tattoo-ink

The National Health Regulatory Authority would like
to alert all importers, marketing firms, beauty centers
and users that the importation of tattoo inks is
prohibited. This is because of its serious side effects
on the skin. This ink is manufactured from heavy
metals to give it different colors such as: copper,
aluminum, chromium, nickel, mercury, iron and zinc.
Where users of this type of ink are exposed to
swelling and burning when doing magnetic resonance
imaging. However, these inks may be contaminated
with bacteria that cause infections and skin irritations
that requires long-term antibiotic treatment.

The European Union and the US Food and Drug
Administration have issued a serious warning on the
use of these inks and have withdrawn many of them
due to the severity to users. This warning includes the
inks manufactured from herbs.

Therefore it is strictly prohibited to import, sell and
use Tattoo ink in order to protect public health. All
saloons and beauty centers must dispose these inks
immediately.

Your cooperation is highly appreciated in improving
health services in the Kingdom
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Reference:

https://www.fda.gov/cosmetics/cosmetics recalls-alerts/fda-advises-consumers-tattoo-artists-and-retailers-avoid-using-or-selling-
certain-tattoo-inks
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/safety-tattoos-and-permanent-make-final-

report
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